






Children should never have to know what it’s like to 
suffer the heartbreaking effects of leprosy.

But sadly, every 20 minutes another child is 
diagnosed with this horrible disease. 

That means right at this moment, there is a little boy 
or girl somewhere hiding a clawed hand behind their 
back. Traumatized by the scorn and teasing they face. 
And, in some cases, cast out of their homes or villages 
by their own families.

“The people in my village 
would throw rocks at 

me,” Hirini from 
Nepal told us.

And Redoi, 
from Bangladesh, 
said, “When my 
parents found out I 
had leprosy, they 
became afraid of 
my disease and 

made me move out 
of our home.”

The physical 
and emotional 
suffering 
unleashed on 

these little 
ones is 

simply 
brutal.

But that didn’t happen to Maria!

This charming 8-year-old girl from Indonesia was 
treated early enough — before her leprosy can cause 
any lasting damage.

A clinic worker �rst noticed the telltale white 
patches on Maria’s skin during a visit to her leprosy-
affected mother. When Maria was told she had gotten 
leprosy as well, she said in a soft voice, “I wasn’t 
worried.”

Maria wasn’t worried — because she knew that  
with multi-drug therapy (MDT), she could — and  
would — be cured.

Thanks to your support, Maria was given the cure 
in enough time to prevent the ravages of leprosy from 
overtaking her. Now, she is being looked after and 
schooled under the nurturing watch of Catholic nuns at 
Naob Rehabilitation Center in West Timor, Indonesia. 

“I like school,” she says. “I want to be a nurse!” 

Blessedly, Maria will be spared the hurtful taunts 
and bleak outcomes that so many others still face.

Why Your Gift Matters

For the youngest victims, a diagnosis of leprosy 
is a race against the clock. Each day that passes 
without treatment brings a child one step closer to 
dis�gurement, lost eyesight, and crippled legs. But 
every child is precious and deserves a happy ending 
like Maria’s. 

A gift of just $25 will help start a boy or girl on the 
path to the cure. And $300 will deliver the complete 
cure. Children can be completely cured of leprosy 
within six months to one year of treatment! 
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AbOUT AmERICaN 
LEPROSY mISSIONS

Founded in 1906, American Leprosy Missions 
(ALM) provides care to people around the 
world with leprosy and related disabilities.

ALM is a non-denominational Christian 
ministry of hope and restoration for those 
suffering with these diseases.

The ministry supports scores of projects in 

approximately 13 countries. Donor gifts 
provide training and transportation for leprosy 
workers, case-�nding and diagnosis, physical 
and vocational rehabilitation, Christian 
encouragement, community development, and 
much more.

ALM is also engaged in a $7 million research 
project with Seattle-based IDRI (Infectious 
Disease Research Institute) to �nd a vaccine 
against leprosy.

OUR MISSION

To serve as a channel of Christ’s love to persons 
affected by leprosy and related conditions, 
helping them be healed in body and spirit and 
restored to lives of dignity and hope.

OUR VISION

A world without leprosy.
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Nine-year-old twins, Shemaiah and 
Sheraiah, are the last-born children in 
their family of seven kids. Both of these 
precious little girls were diagnosed with 
leprosy last year.

 Because their mother and brother 
also had leprosy, the family knew what 
to look for and recognized the signs 
of the disease. They also knew what 
awaited these little girls if their leprosy 
went untreated.

At �rst, the girls were afraid of their 
diagnosis. But they were started on 
treatment early and, today, are doing well 
at school. They were doubly blessed with 
gifts of healing because of your support! 

But thousands of children still await 
the cure …

Shemaiah and Sheraiah were given 
the cure in time. But the future of other 
children diagnosed with leprosy is one  
of dis�gurement, suffering, and 
loneliness — unless you help today. 
Please give whatever you can so we can 
heal more young lives. God bless you!

Leprosy-Affected 
Twins Are 
Doubly Blessed 

No wonder Maria is smiling!
She was given the cure for leprosy and now has a 
bright future �lled with hopes and dreams.

Your Gifts Prove …

Innocent Children Like Maria Don’t Need to Suffer!

Dear Friend, 

The Bible tells us,  

“Even youths grow tired 

and weary, and young men 

stumble and fall; but those 

who hope in the LORD  

will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like 

eagles; they will run and not 

grow weary, they will walk 

and not be faint”  

(Isaiah 40:30-31 NIV).

It reminds me that there 

is simply nothing more 

heartbreaking than seeing 

a child who has become 

‘tired and weary’ from the 

deformities and stigma caused 

by leprosy.

What’s even more 

devastating is that we know 

a cure is available IF we can 

�nd the children who have 

this disease. 

We know that their 

suffering can be avoided IF 

we reach them before little 

limbs are damaged. 

And we know that a child 

can ‘run and not grow weary’ 

IF we bring Christ’s love to 

those who believe nobody can 

ever love them.

IF… 

If you have looked into the 

eyes of a hurting child, as I 

have, you would know that we 

have not one moment to spare.

Please help make the 

difference for one young  

child today. Help us cure 

them, heal them, and  

renew their strength. Your 

continued �nancial gifts  

and prayers are so urgent 

when time is working against 

these little ones. 

On behalf of the child who 

today will hear, “You have 

leprosy” — thank you for 

your compassionate spirit. 

 




